Emergency hemodialysis in the management of intoxication.
Management of intoxicated patients has many aspects in a wide spectrum, beginning with decontamination processes and basic supportive care. The most logical therapeutic approach is probably the specific antidotes, when available and/or applicable. On the other hand, many chemicals and drugs, can be removed from the body by means of hemodialysis or hemoperfusion while treating vital sign abnormalities and electrolyte and acid-base disturbances of the patient. In this paper, we describe 11 cases of intoxication, 6 with methyl alcohol, 3 with lithium, and 2 with salicylate, admitted to emergency department and treated with hemodialysis between January 1, 2002 and December 31, 2004. We review their medical charts and detailed demographic data, medical history, type of exposure, clinical and laboratory presentations, duration of hemodialysis performed, and the outcome.